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Saint Joseph, Pray for Us! 

As the feast of St. Joseph approaches on March 19, many Catholics are preparing with a novena 

or other devotions to highlight the contribution of the patron saint of the universal Church. In 

fact, to mark the 150th anniversary of the proclamation made in his honour, Pope Francis has 

dedicated a special year to Saint Joseph. Let us seek the protection of the one whom God the 

Father has entrusted with the responsibility of watching over the Holy Family. 

 

I would like to announce that the new Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall will be under the 

primary patronage of St. Joseph (the former primary patron of Ottawa). The Immaculate Heart 

of Mary will be our secondary patroness (the former primary patroness of Alexandria-Cornwall). 

This is a great opportunity for us to call upon their intercession and protection throughout the 

year, not just on their feast days. Let us pray often for the intercession of the patron saints of 

our Archdiocese. 

 

 Reminder for the Chrism Mass 

This year, because of the pandemic, there will be a limited number of people in the cathedral. 

To participate in the Mass in person, whether you are a priest, deacon, religious or lay person, 

you must be invited. If you have not received an invitation from the Archbishop's office, 

unfortunately, you will not be able to attend this year. The Mass will be broadcast live to allow 

many to join us in virtual mode. 

 

Development and Peace Lenten Collection (5th Sunday of Lent) 

You may be aware there was a review of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada by 

representatives from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops with the cooperation of their 

leadership team that concluded this year. A need for a review became evident when some 



partners were connected to groups that promoted projects against the Church’s teaching. A 

review of partnerships took place resulting in discontinuing relationships with the problematic 

partners and structural changes in how future potential partners will be evaluated with greater 

transparency. Changes were implemented to ensure congruence with the Church’s teaching 

and mission and the Catholic identity of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada. If you need 

more details on the changes, go to the website of Development and Peace for the joint press 

release they issued with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops: 

https://www.devp.org/en/pressroom/2021/comm2021-02-25.  As a result of this process, I am 

confident in endorsing Development and Peace – Caritas Canada and the Lenten campaign this 

year. You may use the following message on Sunday in your announcements, in your parish 

bulletin or on your website. 

 

Dear Lay Faithful, 

Inspired by Pope Francis’s newest encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, this year Development and Peace’s 

Lenten campaign, Share Love, Share Lent, invites us into a global solidarity. Pope Francis writes, 

“All of us have a responsibility for the wounded, those of our own people and all the peoples of 

the earth. Let us care for the needs of every man and woman, young and old, with the same 

fraternal spirit of care and closeness that marked the Good Samaritan” (79). This Fifth Sunday 

of Lent, or ‘Solidarity Sunday’ is designated by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops for 

a collection for Development and Peace – Caritas Canada. Now into our second year of the 

global pandemic, there is much upheaval in many of our lives – and even more so for our 

brothers and sisters in the Global South. I invite each according to their means to give 

generously. Thank you in advance for promoting the fraternity and social friendship of which 

Pope Francis speaks. Wishing you and yours continued blessings in this Lenten season. 

 

In Christ, 

+Marcel Damphousse 

 

Please continue to pray for me, as I do for you. 

 Marcel 

https://www.devp.org/en/pressroom/2021/comm2021-02-25

